For anyone who may not know me, my name is Anne, and I am Rita's niece. Thank you all for coming here today to help us say goodbye to my aunt.
Aunt Rita was a cheerful, fun-loving lady who was full of life. Her infectious smile could light up a whole room. Whether it was a funny joke, her positive attitude, or her big smile, she was a delight to be around. She made everyone around her happy.
I remember visiting my aunt and cousins on weekends when we were kids. Those visits used to be the highpoint of my week. Aunt Rita was a kid at heart and loved to join our games. I remember how she played hide and seek in the garden. Perhaps it was this timeless quality in her that made all the kids love and appreciate her. 
My aunt was also a skilled gardener and a wonderful cook. She taught all her nieces and nephews many valuable skills over the years. She always had a new recipe for me to try and I knew that if she was recommending it that it would always taste delicious. She taught us the importance of organic food. It was Aunt Rita who taught me how to grow my own vegetables. I’ll miss those valuable lessons, but most of all, I’ll miss spending time with her and talking to her.
Aunt Rita was a wonderful sister, mother, wife, aunt, friend and teacher. I know that she will be missed by a lot of people here today. Aunt Rita, I wish you peace and will always love you.
